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FAIL GREATLY: FAMILY
Failure looks and feels awful right after it happens. It can be embarrassing and scary, and we 
might be devastated by the immediate results of our failure. But failure can serve a purpose. 
When we learn from our failures, over time we can see those experiences as great gifts: Things 
that lifted us up rather than casting us down.

It is okay to fail sometimes. Everyone does it, and there’s no shame in it as long as we learn something in 
the process. Examples are great for teaching our kids life lessons, and we all have examples of failures that 
we can share with our kids to show them how the failure was necessary to make us better.

Beyond examples from our own life, we teach our kids the purpose of failure by what we focus on when 
they fail. If she got a C on a test, and our family goal is at least a B, she failed to meet the goal; however, 
there are two things that we need to look at when responding to that failure.

1. What caused the failure? If she failed due to a lack of effort, that’s disappointing. If she tried her best 
and made use of all the resources available to her, we can be proud of that effort, even though the end 
result wasn’t what we (or she) wanted. 

2. What did she learn from this failure? Even if she 
didn’t put forth the greatest effort this time, this 
experience can serve as a lesson to do more 
to prepare going forward. If she did all that 
she could think of, we can help her find new 
avenues to study more next time and she can 
learn from the answers she missed on this test.

Whatever the failure, there is something in it 
that we learned, and we can pass that on to our 
children to help them see that failure can have a 
positive purpose.

///  BEST 5  ///
THE BEST FIVE MINUTES OF THE WEEK

What is your favorite failure? What did you learn 
from it that made it valuable?

How would you be a different person, or how 
would your life be different, if you had not 
experienced that failure?

Are you scared of failure? Why? How can your 
family overcome the fear of failure together?

Discuss the reasons that failure is necessary for 
growth. What is the purpose of failure? What would 
happen if we never failed?

Failure is an event, not a person. How can we help 
our family members look at failure as a thing that 
happens rather than seeing themselves as failures?


